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Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program 
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control,  

River and Coastal Protection Act of 2006 (Proposition 84) 
 
Subregion:  EAST      County: MONO 
 
Applicant:  EASTERN SIERRA LAND TRUST 
 
Project Title:   CELEBRATING CONSERVATION: BENTON HOT SPRINGS VALLEY 
 
Reference Number: SNC 070273 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 
The Eastern Sierra Land Trust will host an outreach event at the newly acquired Benton Hot Springs 
Valley conservation easement site. The purpose of the event is to make the public aware of the new 
easement by inviting them onto the property and to build a volunteer base to help manage the land in 
the long-term.  Specifically, the Trust will: 
 

• Conduct initial planning meetings; 
• Develop informational resources and signage to be made available on the site; 
• Compile comprehensive list of invitees, dignitaries, and other participants; 
• Compile necessary materials and equipment for volunteer trainings; 
• Initiate production of environmental lesson plans; 
• Coordinate with landowner on event logistics and accessibility; 
• Produce and distribute invitations; 
• Develop plan for ongoing volunteer participation; 
• Coordinate with local press to advertise event; 
• Host event and track attendees and stakeholder groups represented; 
• Conduct a survey of participants to gauge impact of event. 

 
The unveiling event for the Trust’s newest conservation easement will serve primarily as a recruitment 
tool to acquire volunteers in anticipation of future invasive species removal efforts.  In addition, the 
interpretive materials and signage will serve as a resource for visitors to the site in perpetuity. 

 
PROJECT SCHEDULE 

  
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 
Conduct initial planning meetings April 2008 
Initiate development of informational resources and signage April 2008 
Produce and distribute invites April 2008 
Compile list of invitees, dignitaries, and other participants April 2008 
Acquire necessary materials for volunteer trainings April 2008 
Initiate production of environmental lesson plans April 2008 
Coordinate with landowner on event logistics and accessibility April 2008 
Place interpretive signage on site May 2008 
Develop plan for ongoing volunteer participation May 2008 
Coordinate with local press to advertise event May 2008 
Host event and track attendees and stakeholder groups represented June 2008 – August 2008 
Conduct a survey of participants to gauge impact of event August 2008 
Final Report/Final Payment Request September 2009 
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PROJECT COSTS 
 
PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING 
Invitations, advertisement, informational resources development $2,000
Tools and Supplies for Volunteers 250
Interpretive signage design and production 3,000
Brochure production 1,000
Staff Salary – AmeriCorps member 2,100
Staff Salary – Lands Director 3,500
Staff Salary – Investment Opportunities Coordinator  4,050
Administration 2,535
GRAND TOTAL $18,435

 
Letters of Support: 

• Benton Hot Springs Valley Property Owner 
• California Native Plant Society 
• Eastern Sierra Audubon Society 
• Mono County District 2 Supervisor  
• Mono-Inyo Agricultural Commissioner 
• Department of Fish and Game 

 
Recommendation: 
Recommend for funding at requested amount of $18,435. 
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